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Holy Communion  

at St Paul’s, Ashgrove 

Pentecost 11, 2020 
 
 

Great is your faith! 
Matthew 15:10-28 

 
GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

P: Welcome 

P: Hymn Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness (TiS 454) 

  Note that hymns are only sung in the 9am service 

P: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  

  

P: The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

  
LA:  We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land where we gather today - 

the Yuggera and Ugarapul people – and pay respects to their Elders, past, 
present and emerging. 

 
LA:  This is what the Lord says, ‘Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my 

salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed.’ Isaiah 56.1 
 
LA: [Let us pray.]  
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
  
P: God of freedom, 

you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that all people may know the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
1st Reading 
 

Genesis 45.1-15 
1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, 
and he cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him when 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 Joseph said to his 
brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer 
him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, 
‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, 
whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, 
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which 
there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. 7 God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not 
you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all 
his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say 
to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down 
to me, do not delay. 10 You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your 
herds, and all that you have. 11 I will provide for you there—since there are five more 
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years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will 
not come to poverty.” 12 And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin 
see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father how 
greatly I am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my 
father down here.’ 14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; 
and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
For the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Psalm 133 
1 Behold how good and how lovely it is: 

when families live together in unity. 

2 It is fragrant as oil upon the head, 

that runs down over the beard: 

fragrant as oil upon the beard of Aaron, 

that ran down over the collar of his robe. 

3 It is like a dew of Hermon: 

like the dew that falls upon the hill of Zion. 

4 For there the Lord has commanded his blessing: 

which is life for evermore. 
 
 

Romans 11.13-32 
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the 
Gentiles, I glorify my ministry 14 in order to make my own people jealous, and thus 
save some of them. 15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance be but life from the dead! 16 If the part of the dough offered as first 
fruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; and if the root is holy, then the branches 
also are holy. 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were 
grafted in their place to share the rich root of the olive tree, 18 do not vaunt 
yourselves over the branches. If you do vaunt yourselves, remember that it is not 
you that support the root, but the root that supports you. 
19 You will say, ‘Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.’ 20 That is 
true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand only through 
faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. 21 For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, perhaps he will not spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the 
severity of God: severity towards those who have fallen, but God’s kindness towards 
you, provided you continue in his kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 
23 And even those of Israel, if they do not persist in unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you have been cut from what is by 
nature a wild olive tree and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, 
how much more will these natural branches be grafted back into their own olive tree. 
25 So that you may not claim to be wiser than you are, brothers and sisters, I want 
you to understand this mystery: a hardening has come upon part of Israel, until the 
full number of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved; as it is 
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written, 
‘Out of Zion will come the Deliverer; 
     he will banish ungodliness from Jacob.’ 
27 ‘And this is my covenant with them, 
     when I take away their sins.’ 
28 As regards the gospel they are enemies of God for your sake; but as regards 
election they are beloved, for the sake of their ancestors; 29 for the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to God but have 
now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31 so they have now been 
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to 
all. 
 
For the word of the Lord, 
thanks be to God. 
 

LA: Hymn      Praise to the Holiest in the Height (TiS 141) 

Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
  
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew chapter 15 beginning at 
verse 10 
 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: 11 it is 
not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles.’ 12 Then the disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know 
that the Pharisees took offence when they heard what you said?’ 13 He answered, 
‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both 
will fall into a pit.’ 15 But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ 16 Then he 
said, ‘Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes 
out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 
defile.’ 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ 23 But he 
did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ 24 He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.’ 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, 
help me.’ 26 He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
dogs.’ 27 She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
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masters’ table.’ 28 Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 
done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord,  

praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Sermon 

 
Silence 

 
LA: Nicene Creed 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church  
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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LA: THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 … 
 
LA: Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
  
 
LA: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is the great and first commandment. And a second is 
like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself.' 
  
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God's forgiveness.  
Merciful God,  
our maker and our judge,  
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us.  
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
P: Almighty God,  

who has promised forgiveness  
to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness  
and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy 
Lord, have mercy 
 
  
P: We are the body of Christ.  

His Spirit is with us.  
  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  

 
All may exchange a sign of peace, maintaining 1.5m separation and without 
touching. 
 

P: Hymn Help us Accept Each Other (TiS 648) 

   
Note that we cannot pass collection bowls around at this time. There is a box at the 
back of the building to receive your offerings. Alternatively, please consider giving 
electronically through your bank. 
 
 
P: The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

   
It is right to praise you, faithful God, 

always and everywhere, 
for with your only begotten Son 
and life-giving Spirit, 
you are the one true God from everlasting to everlasting. 

At the dawn of time you wrought from nothing 
a universe of beauty and splendour, 
bringing light from darkness 
and order from chaos. 

You formed us, male and female, in your image, 
and endowed us with creative power. 

We turned away from you but you did not abandon us. 
You called us by name and searched us out, 
making a covenant of mercy, 
giving the law, and teaching justice by the prophets. 

And so we praise you, 
joining with your faithful people of every time and place, 
singing the eternal song: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
When the fullness of time was come, 
you sent your Son to be born of Mary. 
Bright image of your glory, 
he learned obedience to you in all things, 
even to death on a cross, 
breaking the power of evil, 
freeing us from sin, and putting death to flight. 
 
You raised him from death, 
exalting him to glory, 
and the new day dawned. 
 
On the night he was betrayed 
your Son Jesus Christ shared food with his friends, 
his companions on the way. 
 
While at table he took bread, 
blessed, and broke it, 
and giving it to them, said: 
'Take, eat; this is my body.' 
 
He took a cup of wine, 
and, giving thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
'This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. 
Do this in remembrance of me.'  

  

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
   
Therefore, living God, as we obey his command,  
we remember his life of obedience to you,  
his suffering and death,  
his resurrection and exaltation,  
and his promise to be with us for ever.  
With this bread and this cup  
we celebrate his saving death until he comes.  
 
Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration  
that all who eat and drink at this table  
may be strengthened by Christ's body and blood  
to serve you in the world.  
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As one body and one holy people,  
may we proclaim the everlasting gospel  
of Jesus Christ our Lord,  
through whom, with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever.  
  
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body,  

for we all share in the one bread.  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Special Covid-19 Guidelines: Please come forward to receive communion (bread 
only). Maintain 1.5m separation as you move forward. Queue close to the pew – not 
in the centre of the isle – in one line. Sanitise hands. Receive the bread while 
standing and return to your seat.  
 
While others are receiving communion you may wish to listen or quietly sing along to 
the communion while remaining seated. 
 
Communion Hymn (Not announced): Make me a Channel of Your Peace (TiS 
607) 
 
Living God,  
in this holy meal you fill us with new hope.  
May the power of your love,  
which we have known in word and sacrament,  
continue your saving work among us,  
give us courage for our pilgrimage,  
and bring us to the joys you promise.  

  Most loving God,  
you send us into the world you love.  
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  

in the power of your Spirit.  
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Announcements 

Please stand for the blessing: 
 
P: The peace of God which passes all understanding  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 
LA: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:  

In the name of Christ. Amen  
 

P: Hymn Jesus Christ is Waiting (TiS 665) 
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